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EDITORIAL 195 

We earnestly reassert President Birge's wise words in this con- 
nection: "The value of the study of foreign language should be 
asserted in this sense, and its work should be carried on in this spirit. " 



THE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
Again the time for the annual meeting of our association is at 
hand. By invitation of Western Reserve University and the Cleve- 
land Public High Schools and by vote of the Executive Committee 
this meeting is to be held on April 1, 2, and 3, at Cleveland, Ohio. 
This is a happy choice and follows the excellent principle of passing 
the one general gathering of our forces around to different parts of 
our field not too remote from its geographical center. The previous 
meetings have been held in Chicago, St. Louis, Chicago, Nashville, 
New Orleans, Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Iowa City, 
Nashville, Chicago, Louisville, Omaha, and Atlanta respectively. 
It is of course impossible to place the meeting where it will be con- 
venient or even possible for all members to attend; but it will be 
seen from the foregoing list that all members have had several fair 
opportunities to attend the annual. 

The importance of attendance, both to the individual and to the 
associations, can hardly be overestimated. It is especially impor- 
tant this year that we have a numerically strong, enthusiastic rally. 
The years of the war and, worse yet, this post-war year have been 
lean years to all humanistic studies. Society's morale needs a ren- 
aissance of humanism. It has suffered a severe strain through an 
overdose of materialism and long-continued struggle with material 
forces. We all need to get back to the arts of peace, to the elevating 
and refining studies of mind and spirit. We need to assert once more 
that if life must be spent, as seems just now necessary, amidst the 
clatter and uproar of material pursuits, amidst raucous declaration 
and war of words, amidst strikes and race riots, and demoralizing 
struggles with the high cost of living, our only hope of salvation to 
sanity and the ultimate triumph of higher civilization is to keep alive 
and brightly burning the ancient flame of higher learning. If we 
must scrub floors, let us scrub them with our hands and not with our 
souls. Let us rally to our annual meeting and both contribute and 
receive new inspiration and encouragement for the advancement of 
the cause of classical studies. 



